
 بسم هللا الرحمن الرحيم

 

Respected Shaykh Sayyid Muhammad Al-Ya'qoubi 

 

 السالم عليكم ورحمة هللا وبركاته

 

The purpose of writing this letter is your recent speech in the UK on 

the occasion of the Khatam of Bukhari Sharif, during which you spoke 

of unity of Sunni, Shi'ah, Deobandi and Ghayr Muqallid sects etc. and 

you criticised the mutual refutation and opposition amongst these 

sects. Not only that, but you even presented an example of Imam 

Bukhari  رحمه هللا تعالى   taking narrations from Shi'ah narrators, as though 

in your view there is no difference between the Rafidi Shi'ah of today 

and those of the early times. However in those times the one who was 

famous for loving the Ahl-ul-Bayt was sometimes also labelled a 

Shi'ah even though he was a Sunni. This is why some people called 

Imam Abu Hanifah رحمه هللا تعالى a Shi'ah and some called Imam 

Shafi'i رحمه هللا تعالى a Shi'ah. 

 

If the present-day Rafidi Shi'ah are Muslims, according to you, then 

this statement of yours necessitates that Qadiyanis also be within 

Muslims because they believe Allah تعالى as One, the Messenger of 

Allah صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم as a Messenger and the Qur'an al-Karim as 

a Heavenly Book. Furthermore they have faith in the pillars of Islam, 

Salah, Zakat, Sawm and Hajj, whereas such a conclusion is erroneous 

(i.e. they are not Muslim). The proof of its error is the fact that they do 

not believe the Book of Allah because they deny the Finality of 

Prophethood in terms of being last in time. This belief of Finality of 

Prophethood in terms of being last in time is from the necessities of 

religion and whosoever denies the necessities of religion is a 

disbeliever. Likewise the present-day Rafidi Shi'ah deny numerous 

necessary matters of religion and have numerous Kufr beliefs, for 

instance: 
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(1) The belief of Bada', i.e. according to them when an event occurs it 

becomes known to Allah at that time and Allah does not know 

everything since eternity. 

 

(2) The belief that some parts of the Qur'an al-Karim have been lost. 

 

(3) Slandering Sayyidah 'A'ishah Siddiqah رضي هللا تعالى عنها. 

 

(4) Believing Sayyiduna 'Ali رضي هللا تعالى عنه as superior above 

Prophets and the four Messenger Angels عليهم الصالة والسالم. 

 

(5) Denial of the Companionship of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Siddiq   رضي

 .هللا تعالى عنه

 

(6) Denying the Caliphate of the Shaykhayn رضي هللا تعالى عنهما etc. 

 

Today those Shi'ah who do not possess the above Kufr beliefs are non-

existent. Therefore wherever Shi'ah or Rafidi are included in Fiqh 

books amongst those misguided people whose beliefs do not reach the 

level of Kufr, this refers to the Shi'ah and Rafidi of the early times who 

did not deny the necessary matters of religion. 

 

In fact the famous Shafi'i jurist 'Allamah 'Abdul Hamid Sharwani 

Daghistani رحمه هللا تعالى (passed away 1301 Hijri) quoted the statement 

of the great jurist 'Allamah 'Ali al-Shabramallasi al-Shafi'i رحمه هللا تعالى 

and explained it, 

 

"'Allamah Shabramallasi stated, "We do not make Takfir of an 

innovator due to his innovation, e.g. Shi'ah and Rafidi." 

 

I say that this is in accordance to his era. However it is rare in our era 

to find someone from among them free from slandering Sayyidatuna 

'A'ishah and making Takfir of her father Siddiq-i-Akbar   رضي هللا تعالى

 ".عنهما

 

[Hawashi Sharwani 'Ala Tuhfatil Muhtaj, 7:280—281] 
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Imam-i-Ahl-i-Sunnat A'la Hadrat Imam Ahmad Rida Muhaddith-i-

Barelwi رحمه هللا تعالى wrote, 

 

"Rafidis are present today in our country. Many of the early 

predecessors of the Rafidis clearly rejected matters from the 

necessities of religion. Then when Sunni scholars established upon 

them a great calamity (by refuting them), then those of them from the 

middle ages such as Tusi and Hilli and their likes changed, altered, 

rejected, turned, concealed and descended from the Kufr beliefs and 

thus they apparently entered the fold named Islam. Thereafter upon 

the passage of a long period they returned to the religion of their 

forefathers. Their scholars and ignorant ones, women and men openly 

ascribed defects to the Holy Qur'an, claiming that the Companions 

erased Surahs and Ayats from it, they openly ascribed superiority to 

Amir-ul-Mu'minin Sayyiduna 'Ali كرم هللا تعالى وجهه الكريم and all the 

Pure Imams رضي هللا تعالى عنهم above all the previous Prophets   صلواة هللا

 These are two Kufr beliefs which you will definitely .تعالى وسالمه عليهم

not find any of them to be free of in the present era. Allah is the 

Helper." 

 

[Al-Mustanad Al-Mu'taqad, p270, al-Muqattam lin-Nashr wat-Tawzi', 

Cairo] 

 

If you make Takfir of Qadiyanis due to their denial of some necessary 

matters of religion — regardless of their belief of Allah being One, the 

Messenger of Allah  صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم as a Messenger, the Qur'an as 

a Heavenly Book, Salah, Zakat, Sawm and Hajj — then why do you 

hesitate in making Takfir of the four leading scholars of 

Deobandis? 

 

Ashraf 'Ali Thanwi, in his book Hifdh-ul-Iman, in order to show the 

knowledge of the Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم as less compared the 

Prophet's knowledge to children, madmen, rather all animals and 

quadrupeds. Khalil Ahmad Ambethwi, in Barahin-i-Qati'ah, wrote that 

the knowledge of Shaytan is greater than the knowledge of the Prophet 



 4 

 By writing an attestation upon this book, Rashid .صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم

Ahmad Gangohi supported this disparagement. Qasim Nanotwi, in his 

book Tahdhir-un-Nas, explained that it is possible for a new prophet 

to emerge after our Noble Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم and denied the 

meaning of Final Prophet as being Last in terms of time. All of these 

matters are unequivocal, certain and unanimously agreed upon as 

being Kufr and there is no room for any valid interpretation for these 

statements. 

 

The controversial statements of the aforementioned books are proven 

unequivocally via mass transmission and all the leading Deobandi 

scholars are unanimously agreed upon the fact that these statements 

indeed belong to their scholars. One will be unable to find even two 

Deobandi scholars who disagree with this fact. 

 

The Takfir of these four scholars is recorded in Husam-ul-Haramayn. 

The signatures of thirty three scholars of the Haramayn are present in 

this and hundreds of scholars of the Indian subcontinent also made 

Takfir. What is your stance in this regard? 

 

Is it disparagement or not to compare the knowledge of the Prophet 

 to children, madmen and animals? If it is then صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم

whoever is guilty of such disparagement, is he a Kafir or not? If he is 

a Kafir then why is Ashraf 'Ali Thanwi not a Kafir? 

 

Is it disparagement or not to assert that the knowledge of the accursed 

Shaytan is greater than the knowledge of the Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه

 If it is then whoever is guilty of such disparagement, is he a Kafir ?وسلم  

or not? If he is a Kafir then why is Takfir not made of Rashid 

Ahmad Gangohi and Khalil Ahmad Ambethwi? 

 

If someone claims that it is possible for a new prophet to emerge after 

our Noble Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم then is such a person a Kafir 

or not? If he is then one who writes or says this, is he Kafir or not? If 

he is a Kafir then why is Takfir not made of Qasim Nanotwi? 
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Our question is not regarding the Takfir of every Deobandi individual. 

Rather, specifically it is regarding the four leading Deobandi scholars, 

whose aforementioned statements from their books have been 

translated into Arabic and English and brought to your attention by 

Indo-Pak scholars numerous times alongside the explanation for their 

Takfir. Generally it is regarding every individual, upon whom the Kufr 

of these statements has been made clear from debates, speeches and 

writings. Notwithstanding this, such individuals consider these 

scholars as their religious guides. To this extent, after this much 

clarification, one who doubts the Kufr of these Deobandi leaders also 

becomes a Kafir. 

 

It is also the belief of Deobandis that lying is a possibility for Allah 

 i.e. speaking a lie is within the Divine Power. This was written ,تعالى

by Rashid Ahmad Gangohi in his Fatawa and Isma'il Dehlawi in his 

epistle Yak Rozi. However in many books of 'Aqa'id of Ahl-us-Sunnah 

it is clearly stated that the Divine Power is only related to possibilities, 

not necessities nor impossibilities. This is because if a necessary 

matter is within the Divine Power then it becomes a possibility, 

whereas it is necessary. Likewise if an impossible matter is within the 

Divine Power then it becomes a possibility, whereas it is impossible. 

Lying is a defect and it is impossible to ascribe defects to the Divine 

Essence of Allah تعالى. 

 

It is stated in Sharh-ul-'Aqa'id Jalali, 

 

"Lying is a defect and defects are impossible for Allah. Thus lying is 

not from possibilities, nor is it included within the Divine Power, just 

as all causes of defect are impossible for Allah تعالى, e.g. ignorance and 

incapacity." 

 

[Al-Dawwani 'Alal 'Aqa'id Al-'Adadiyyah, p73, Mujtaba'i, Delhi, 

reference from Fatawa Ridawiyyah 15:329] 

 

In Sharh-ul-Maqasid it is stated, 
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"Lying is impossible for Allah. Firstly due to the consensus of the 

scholars. Secondly due to mass transmission of reports of the Prophets 

 Thirdly due to lying being a defect by the unanimous .عليهم الصالة والسالم

agreement of intellectuals. It is impossible for Allah تعالى." 

 

[Sharh-ul-Maqasid 2:104, Dar-ul-Ma'arif an-Nu'maniyyah, Lahore, 

reference from Fatawa Ridawiyyah 15:517] 

 

Furthermore Deobandis generally consider the one who seeks help 

from the inhabitants of graves as a disbeliever and polytheist. They 

consider the one who calls upon inhabitants of graves from afar as a 

polytheist akin to the disbelievers of the Quraysh who call upon idols. 

They consider those who commemorate the Mawlid as misguided 

innovators etc. 

 

The Wahhabis and Deobandis consider Ahl-us-Sunnah as hell 

bound polytheists. Are such Wahhabis and Deobandis people of 

truth? Are the Shi'ah also people of truth? If not then there are 

numerous and countless clear evidences from the Holy Qur'an and 

blessed Hadiths which command cutting of links from people of 

innovation and misguidance. Are such evidences not strong enough? 

Are innovators not enemies of Allah according to you? Did the final 

verse of Surah Mujadalah not mention the trait of believers as not 

having love for the enemies of Allah? 

 

Amongst the common people you are accepted as a Sufi scholar and 

spiritual guide. Alongside this position of yours you gave an invitation 

to unity with deviants and you criticised opposition to deviants. 

However not a single true Sufi guide has preached unity with deviants. 

Instead, on the contrary, the noble Sufis have very firmly ordered 

hatred and enmity towards deviants and their social boycott. 

 

The King of Saints Shaykh Sayyiduna 'Abdul Qadir Jilani  رضي هللا تعالى

 ,wrote عنه
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"It is compulsory upon the believer that he must not increase the 

innovators by attending their gathering, nor give Salam to them, 

because our Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal رحمه هللا تعالى stated, "One who 

gave Salam to an innovator has indeed loved him because the 

Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم stated, "Spread Salam amongst one 

another so that it creates love."" Do not sit with the innovators, nor 

go near them, do not congratulate them on 'Eids and occasions of 

happiness, nor pray upon them when they die, nor pray for mercy upon 

them when they are mentioned, but stay away from them and bear 

enmity towards them for the sake of Allah عزوجل with the belief and 

expectation of a great reward and abundant recompense for it." 

 

[Al-Ghunyah, 1:165, Dar-ul-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut] 

 

Hadrat Fudayl ibn 'Iyad رحمه هللا تعالى stated, "Allah destroys the deeds 

and removes the light from the heart of the one who loves an innovator. 

When Allah  عزوجل knows a man who hates an innovator, I am hopeful 

that Allah تعالى forgives his wrongdoings even if his good deeds are 

little. When you see an innovator in the pathway then take another 

pathway." 

 

Hadrat Fudayl ibn 'Iyad  رحمه هللا تعالى further stated that he heard Hadrat 

Sufyan ibn 'Uyaynah رحمه هللا تعالى saying, "One who accompanied the 

funeral of an innovator remains in the anger of Allah تعالى until he 

returns." 

 

[Al-Ghunyah, 1:165, Dar-ul-Kutub al-'Ilmiyyah, Beirut] 

 

The Leader of Sufis Hujjat-ul-Islam Imam Abu Hamid Ghazzali   رحمه

 ,wrote هللا تعالى

 

"All the Salaf (predecessors) were unanimously agreed upon 

expressing hatred towards the innovators." 

 

[Ihya' 'Ulum al-Din 2:168, Dar-ul-Ma'rifah, Beirut] 
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Likewise the Imam of Tasawwuf and Guide of Shari'ah Imam Rabbani 

Mujaddid Alf-e-Thani Shaykh Ahmad Faruqi Sirhindi رحمه هللا تعالى, 

whilst refuting deviant sects, stated, 

 

"Know with certainty that the destruction of the company of an 

innovator exceeds the destruction of the company of a disbeliever." 

 

[Maktubat Imam Rabbani, Volume 1, Letter 54] 

 

Bear in mind that he spoke of those sects who testified faith but were 

innovators who opposed Ahl-us-Sunnah. In Maktubat Imam Rabbani 

he persistently emphasised that one must only remain with Ahl-us-

Sunnah, the saved sect, and must stay away from the remaining 

misguided sects. 

 

Imam Jalaluddin 'Abdur Rahman Suyuti رحمه هللا تعالى stated, 

 

"The Companions, their Successors and those after them always 

boycotted those who opposed the belief of Ahl-us-Sunnah or spread 

their corrupt speech among them." 

 

[Tanwir-ul-Hawalik Sharh Muwatta Imam Malik, 2:213, al-Maktabah 

al-Tajariyyah al-Kubra, Cairo] 

 

Mulla 'Ali Qari رحمه هللا تعالى wrote, 

 

"Likewise the practice of the Companions and those believers after 

them in every era was to cut off relations with the enemies of Allah 

and His Messenger, regardless of their need for them. Instead they 

preferred the contentment of Allah تعالى above that." 

 

[Mirqat-ul-Mafatih, 8:3550, Dar-ul-Fikr, Beirut] 

 

These are a few references presented by way of example. Hundreds of 

statements like these are found in the books of leading jurists, Sufis, 

theologians and Hadith scholars of Ahl-us-Sunnah. This clearly 
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demonstrates that deviants are the enemies of Allah عزوجل and His 

Messenger صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم and to bear hatred and enmity towards 

them and to express this proves loyalty to Allah عزوجل and His 

Messenger صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم. Moreover to love, associate with and 

praise deviants is a sign of slackness of religion and weakness of faith. 

There has always been a consensus of scholars of Ahl-us-Sunnah upon 

these matters since the era of the Noble Companions  رضي هللا تعالى عنهم 

until today. 

 

However why is it that, in opposition to this unanimous agreement 

of the Sawad-ul-A'dham, you have called for unity with these 

enemies and criticised opposing them? Then your statement that 

instead of opposing them we ought to be attentive of unanimously 

agreed upon matters? Does this mean that, according to you, the 

difference between Ahl-us-Sunnah and these sects is only minor 

(Furu'i)? Only a few years ago you expressed harsh disagreement on 

a minor issue with 'Allamah Shaykh Dr. Muhammad Sa'id Ramadan 

al-Buti, however now you are criticising people for this very same 

harsh disagreement against deviants? 

 

In 2016 in Bradford, regarding the doctrine of perennialism, Mufti 

Muhammad Aslam Bandyalwi sought your stance and you refuted 

perennialism and stated that you will present your book on this. 

However three years have passed and no such book has been received. 

When will you be presenting this book? 

 

The Study Qur'an of Dr. Hossein Nasr contains numerous Kufr 

statements, upon which there are Fatwas from scholars of Yemen, 

Syria, Lebanon and Mauritania condemning its misguidance in the 

strongest of terms. Do you agree with this ruling or do you hold an 

opinion contrary to this? Regarding the Study Qur'an, Shaykh 

Hamza Yusuf stated, 

 

"This is perhaps the most important work done on the Islamic faith in 

the English language to date. We owe a great debt to Dr. Seyyed 
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Hossein Nasr, one of the intellectual giants of our time, and his team 

for bringing this labor of love to fruition." 

 

You yourself stated in your speech during the Khatam of Bukhari 

Sharif that, 

 

"The worst enemies of Islam are from within ourselves. Either people 

who claim to be Muslims and they are destroying Islam and we have 

many examples of them, such as people even denying the 

interpretations of al-Qur'an al-Karim, the agreed upon, the consensus 

on the agreement and the agreement of the interpretation of al-Qur’an 

al-Karim." 

 

Does the Study Qur’an fall within this category of contravening 

the scholarly consensus or not? What is the Islamic ruling upon 

Shaykh Hamza Yusuf who praised and supported this work? 

Please clarify. 

 

On 9th January 2015, upon the death of some individuals who had 

insulted the Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم, you misquoted a Hadith 

Sharif by stating that the honour of a human is greater than that of the 

Ka'bah Sharif whereas the Hadith Sharif actually mentions the honour 

of a believer and not human. Do you consider the honour of the life 

of one who insulted the Prophet صلى هللا تعالى عليه وسلم as greater 

than that of the Ka'bah Sharif? 

 

After this speech you were made aware of this issue, that the Hadith 

Sharif does not mention a human but mentions a believer. 

Notwithstanding this what compelled you, in September 2015 in 

Zaytuna College California, to repeat this distortion of the Hadith 

Sharif by mentioning that the honour of a human (even Kafir) is 

greater than that of the Ka'bah Sharif? 

 

In 2016 in Bradford, Mufti Muhammad Aslam Bandyalwi presented 

this Hadith Sharif in detail, explaining that it is regarding the honour 
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of a believer and you remained silent upon this. Even though your 

silence denotes consent, however an open retraction is still necessary. 

 

Akram Nadwi is a Wahhabi who rejects following the four Madhhabs. 

You praised this individual very much and encouraged students to 

learn the religion from him. Is this individual a Sunni according to 

you or do you consider it permissible to learn the religion from 

deviants? 

 

It is very surprising that you defended Tahir-ul-Qadiri whilst teaching 

students. What religious necessity prompted this? In fact the leading 

scholars and Muftis of Ahl-us-Sunnah from India and Pakistan have 

declared him misguided. Rather some even declared him a Kafir due 

to his Kufr statements becoming manifest, such as his claim that Jews 

and Christians are believers and negating Kufr from them, whereas 

this contravenes clear Ayats of the Qur'an. What is your stance on 

Tahir-ul-Qadiri? Please clarify. 

 

In the 20 Matters Distinguishing the Beliefs of Sunnis, Imam Ahmad 

Rida Khan Barelwi رحمه هللا تعالى explains the 20th matter as follows, 

 

"Nadwah is the root of misguidance and the combination of 

innovations. To associate and unite with the misguided is Haram. To 

respect them causes the anger of Allah تعالى. To stop their refutation is 

inviting the curse of Allah تعالى. To make them an associate of a 

religious organisation is destruction of the religion. The lectures and 

conferences of Nadwah are filled with those matters which Allah  جل

 are displeased with صلى هللا تعالى عليه وآله وسلمand His Messenger جالله

and free from. May Allah تعالى protect us from all deviants and 

misguided ones and keep us steadfast upon the true pure Sunnah." 

 

[Fatawa Ridawiyyah Sharif, 29:616] 

 

If a Muslim carries the crucifix, in unity with the Christians, then 

what is the Islamic ruling upon this? 
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In one of your speeches you stated that there was a tacit agreement 

between the Muslims and Christians in Syria, that members of both 

Faiths would not invite each other to his faith. What did you mean 

by this speech and what is your view on this? 

 

In one of your speeches, you also mentioned that theology should be 

kept in the classrooms and not on pulpits. In the same speech you 

opposed preaching that certain people will go to hell. You also 

mentioned that a Sunni girl cannot marry an 'Alawite man, due to 

'Alawites being non-Muslim according to the books on Islamic 

theology, but to take this outside books would be 'very wrong' 

according to you. What did you mean by this speech and why is it 

wrong to preach such theological matters to the masses? 

 

We hope that you shall swiftly respond with explanatory answers to 

the questions raised and you will assure the scholars and common folk 

of Ahl-us-Sunnah. We are also hopeful that upon awareness of any 

mistakes on your part, you shall openly retract without hesitation 

thereby bringing contentment, peace and tranquility to our hearts. 

Likewise hopefully you shall support the Takfir of the four Deobandi 

leading scholars and thereby remove our doubts. 

 

'Ulama' and Masha'ikh of Ahl-us-Sunnah Wa'l Jama'ah, UK. 

 

Mufti Muhammad Aslam Bandyalwi (Bradford) 

'Allamah Zafar Mahmud Farashwi (Manchester) 

'Allamah Qari Tayyib Naqshbandi (Manchester) 

Mufti Shams ul Huda Misbahi (Heckmondwike) 

Mufti Muhammad Fazil Bandyalwi (Bradford) 

Pir Saqib Iqbal Shami (Birmingham) 

Mufti Ayyub Ashrafi (Bolton) 

'Allamah Hafiz Sadiq Zia (Birmingham) 

Mawlana Nizamuddin Misbahi (Blackburn) 

Mawlana Yunus Misbahi (Preston) 

Mufti Qasim Zia Qadiri (Birmingham) 

'Allamah Sayyid Ghulam Dastagir Jilani (Burnley) 
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Mawlana Arshad Misbahi (Manchester) 

Imam Khalid Husayn (Leicester) 

Mawlana Ayyub Chishti (Blackburn) 

Mawlana Maqsud Ahmad (Dewsbury) 

'Allamah Sajjad Rizawi (Halifax) 

Mawlana Nawid Jamil (Nottingham) 

Mawlana Shahid 'Ali (Bradford) 

Mawlana Muhammad Bilal Naushahi (Halifax) 

Mawlana Muhammad Kalim (Bolton) 

Mawlana Muhammad Husayn (Bolton) 

Mawlana Ibrar Shafi' (Derby) 

Mawlana Nabil Afzal Qadiri (Coventry) 

Mawlana Nawid Ashrafi (Blackburn) 

'Allamah Hafiz 'Aqil Jalali (Oldham) 

Mawlana Yasir Ayub (Oldham) 

Mawlana Mubin Raza (Coventry) 


